PROLOGUE
in Burma; the other? a red marine, had been on
constant guard in the Near East *so that the Russians
should not reach Constantinople5; while the third
and youngest, a Cape mounted rifleman, had been
helping to secure the Flag at the Cape.
It was a manly gathering and typically represen-
tative of two houses which had given of their best
for England since long before Henry V secured the
Kingdom of France at Agincourt, and had fought on
almost every big battlefield in the world on which
England's honour had been entrusted to English
arms.
The talk must have turned to the Russian menace
to India and Constantinople, for the two grand-
fathers definitely decided in their minds that their
sons would soon be 'in the fray.5
The two older men were quite unlike each other,
save in one respect - sacrifice for the Crown, and for
that there was no limit. Crozier, the elder, was a
highminded man of noble endeavour and spiritual
inclination, and it is recorded that on this occasion
he gave vent to the following peroration: - *As we
see it now there is no end to war which 15 as an
administrator^ know to be destructive of all good
and productive of little save misery. You/ he went
on to say, pointing to the younger soldiers present,
'will be called upon, no doubt, to take part in
much slaughter on the field of honour, and